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and no one expects to attain to the height of
.
ing, or arts, or power, or wealth, or military glory,
without vigorous resolution, and strenuous diligence,
and steady perseverance. Yet we expect to be
Christians \\ithout labour, study, or inquiry. This
is the more preposterous, because Christianity, being
a revelation from Uod, and not the invention of
man, discovering to us new relations, with their
correspondent duties ; containing also doctrines, mo-
tives, and precepts, peculiar to itself; we cannot rea-
sonably expect to become proficients in it by the
accidental intercourses of life, as one might learn in-
sensibly the maxims of worldly policy, or a scheme
of mere morals.
The diligent perusal of the Holy Scriptures would
discover to us our past ignoraneo. We jSM/rf/m*
should cease to be deceived by superficial Awmut.
appearances, and to confound the Gospel of Christ
with the systems of philosophers ; we should become
impressed with the weighty truth, so much forgotten
in the present clay., that Christianity calls on us, as
we value our immortal souls, not merely in ffMitiral, to
be w/ictioits and uwrah but specially to believe the
doctrines, imbibe the principles, and practise tho
precepts of Christ. It might be to run into too great
length to confirm this position beyond dispute by
express ({notations from the word of God. And, not
to anticipate what belongs more properly to a sub-
sequent part of tho work, it may be sufficient here
to remark in general, that Christianity is always re-
presented in Scripture an the grand, the unparalleled
instance of Godls bounty to mankind* This un-
speakable gift was graciously held forth in the ori-
ginal promise to our first parents; it was predicted
by a long-continued series of prophets ; the subject
of their prayers, inquiries, and longing expectations
In a world which opposed and persecuted them, it

